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CONSERVATION SERIES: NATIVE PLANTS OF NORTH AMERICA         Makers Earth, 2020 

 

Pawpaw (Asimina Triloba (L.) Dunal) 

 

The pawpaw is a medium-sized understory tree with edible fruit.  It is native to North America 
and parts of Canada. 

Why is the pawpaw important? 

Bees and butterflies, along with songbirds and other 
animals, depend on the pawpaw for food.  Pawpaw is the 
only food source for caterpillars of the zebra swallowtail 
butterfly! 

Humans have eaten pawpaw for thousands of years.  In the 
present day, this banana-mango tasting fruit is used to flavor 
everything from ice cream to beer. Pawpaw is the largest 
native fruit in North America! 

Fewer pawpaws mean fewer butterflies and birds. 

Due to land development, there has been a decline in the abundance of pawpaws.  The four-
petal pawpaw of Florida may even die out.  Over time, fewer pawpaws mean fewer butterflies.  
Nesting birds need thousands of caterpillars in order to lay viable eggs and raise healthy chicks.  
Less food for birds means fewer birds. 

YOU can help! 

Most of the land in the pawpaw’s range is privately owned.  
The best way to conserve this plant is for homeowners and 
landowners to plant it!  Pawpaws grow in yards, schools, 
churches, parks, farms, and other natural areas.  They give 
a tropical look to landscapes and attract wildlife.  Brilliant 
fall color makes this tree a dramatic focal point. 

Making and sharing this crocheted Pawpaw character 
helps share the story of this beautiful and important plant. 
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Pawpaw: The Pattern 

As a crochet pattern, the pawpaw fruit is great practice for beginners working on “stuffed animal” 
pieces, while increasing and decreasing stitches and counting stitches.  This pattern is a good 
stash buster for a variety of green-yellow yarn.  Add a face and body parts for a unique 
amigurumi character! 

 

The fruit itself (body) is about 4.5 inches tall by 3 inches wide. 

 

Materials and Supplies 

Worsted Weight yarn in medium green color for FRUIT. 

H/8 5.00 MM hook 

Scrap yarn pieces for marking the first stitch in each Round. 

Stuffing. 

Zebra swallowtail and flower accessories (paper illustrations are at the end of the pattern). 

Scrap yarn, dark and light, for EYES and MOUTH.  (Optional) 

Yarn needle for sewing EYES, NOSE, and MOUTH to FRUIT.  (Optional) 

 

Abbreviations 

Rnd – round (which row you’re on) 

SC – single crochet 

SC2TOG – single crochet, two stitches together (to decrease the number of stitches per round) 

2 SC in next – in the next stitch, do one SC then another SC in the same stitch (to increase the 
number of stitches per round) 

() – parentheses around instructions indicate that this set of stitches will be repeated a given 
number of times 

SC AROUND – complete the RND by doing 1 SC in each stitch. 

SL ST – slip stitch 

[STS] – the number of stitches you should have when you have completed the RND 

Magic Circle – Also known as a Foundation Ring or Adjustable Circle.  In this starting knot, the 
tail piece adjusts the size of the loop, not the ongoing yarn. 

 

Let’s begin! 
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Pawpaw: The Pattern (Continued) 

This pattern is worked as a continuous round using the single crochet (SC) stitch.  

FRUIT 

Begin by creating a Magic Circle and SC 6    [6 STS] 

Rnd 1:  (2 SC in next) 6 times    [12 STS] 

Rnd 2:  (SC 1, 2 SC in next) 6 times    [18 STS] 

Rnd 3:  (SC 2, 2 SC in next) 6 times    [24 STS] 

Rnd 4:  (SC 3, 2 SC in next) 6 times    [30 STS] 

Rnd 5-6: SC AROUND      [30 STS] 

Rnd 7:  (SC 4, 2 SC in next) 6 times    [36 STS] 

Rnd 8:  (SC 5, 2 SC in next) 6 times   [42 STS] 

Rnd 9-11: SC AROUND      [42 STS] 

Rnd 12: (SC 5, SC2TOG) 6 times   [36 STS] 

Rnd 13: SC 12, (SC2TOG, SC 3) 2 times, SC2TOG, SC 12  [33 STS] 

Rnd 14: SC 10, (SC2TOG, SC 3) 2 times, SC2TOG, SC 11  [30 STS] 

 

** Now is a good time to add some stuffing.  Keep adding as you go, making sure not to over-
stuff and stretch your stitches.** 

 

Rnd 15-16: SC AROUND      [30 STS] 

Rnd 17:  SC 8, (2 SC in next, SC 5) 2 times, 2 SC in next, SC 9 [33 STS] 

Rnd 18:  (SC 9, SC2TOG) 3 times    [30 STS] 

Rnd 19:  (SC 3, SC2TOG) 6 times    [24 STS] 

Rnd 20:  (SC 4, SC2TOG) 4 times    [20 STS] 

Rnd 21:  (SC 3, SC2TOG) 4 times    [16 STS] 

Rnd 22:  (SC 2, SC2TOG) 4 times    [12 STS] 

** Finish stuffing here.** 

Rnd 23:  (SC2TOG) 6 times     [6 STS] 

Rnd 24:  To close the top, Skip 1 stitch, then SC in next. Skip the rest.   

Chain a few stitches to create a stem then Finish Off. 
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Pawpaw: The Pattern (Continued) 

NOSE 

Begin by creating a Magic Circle and SC 6    [6 STS] 

Rnd 1:  SC AROUND      [6 STS] 

Pull tail to close ring.  Finish Off, leaving a long enough tail for sewing to FRUIT.  Sew at the top 
of the bulge, approximately in the middle of the FRUIT. 

 

MOUTH 

Using a contrasting color, embroider a mouth where desired. 

Alternatively, crochet this modest smile and sew in place. 

Chain 6.  SC in second ST from end, then back to start.   [5 STS] 

Finish Off, leaving enough tail for sewing to FRUIT.  I like to tie my beginning tail and end tails 
together to shape the MOUTH. 

Position MOUTH wherever wanted. 

 

EYES 

Using black yarn, embroider eyes where desired.  I prefer about two rows high and close to 
NOSE. 

Alternatively, use safety eyes, buttons, felt, or even googly eyes. 

 

ARMS AND LEGS 

Begin by creating a Magic Circle and SC 6    [6 STS] 

Rnd 1:  (2 SC in next) 6 times    [12 STS] 

Rnd 2-3: SC AROUND     [12 STS] 

Rnd 4:  (2 SC, SC2TOG) 3 times   [9 STS] 

Rnd 5:  (1 SC, SC2TOG) 3 times   [6 STS] 

** Add a tiny bit of stuffing here, leaving the rest unstuffed.** 

Rnd 6-7: SC AROUND     [6 STS] 

For ARMS:  SL ST in next and Finish Off, leaving tail for sewing to FRUIT 

For LEGS: 

Rnd 8-10: SC AROUND,  [6 STS] 
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SL ST in next and Finish Off, leaving tail for sewing to FRUIT. 

Pinch work closed and sew through both sides to secure to FRUIT.  Sew legs in a “V” position to 
bottom of FRUIT. 

 

 

 

BUTTERFLY AND PLANT PARTS 

Pawpaw leaves are the exclusive food source of zebra swallowtail caterpillars.  Pawpaw flower 
nectar is also a food source for adult butterflies and other insects.  Many other animals including 
racoons and opossums consume the fruit.  Pawpaw are a three-season food source! 

Learn more about the Conservation Series: Native Plants of North America. 

 

Print these pictures and secure to your pawpaw. 

 

 

 

https://makersearth.com/pawpaw-and-coneflower

