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Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea (L.) Moench) 

 

The purple coneflower is native to the eastern United States and Canada but grows across 
both. 

Why is the purple coneflower important? 

Bees and butterflies, along with songbirds and other 
animals, depend on the coneflower for food.  

Humans have used coneflowers for thousands of years.  
Echinacea, made from coneflowers, is an herbal 
supplement that is thought to boost the immune system.  
Research is being done on purple coneflowers in the 
treatment of cancers and other diseases. 

Fewer coneflowers mean fewer pollinators and birds. 

Due to land development, there has been a decline in coneflowers.  The smooth coneflower 
might even die out.  Many insects are dependent on specific species of plants for food.  This 
includes important pollinators like butterflies, moths, and bees.  Over time, fewer coneflowers 
mean fewer insects.  Fewer insects, and purple coneflower seeds for birds, means fewer birds. 

YOU can help! 

Most of the land in the purple coneflower’s range is privately 
owned.  The best way to conserve this plant is for 
homeowners and landowners to plant it!  Coneflowers grow 
in pots, gardens, schools, churches, parks, farms, even on 
the side of the road!  They provide a colorful transition from 
summer to fall.  Seed heads attract goldfinches, adding even 
more splashes of color.  

Making and sharing crocheted purple coneflowers helps 
share the story of this beautiful and important plant.  
Combine your creations with a seed packet of purple coneflower seeds for a thoughtful gift. 



Purple Coneflower: The Pattern 

This pattern is worked as a center circle (made with a Magic Circle/Foundation Ring), followed 
by petals around the circle.  A second round of petals is completed by stitching in between the 
petals of the first.  See pictures for stitch placement.  Once you get the first one, the rest are 
easy. 

Purple coneflowers vary in shades of pink, fading as they age.  Their centers are a mesmerizing 
array of dark and light colors.  This project is a great stash buster as you can use a wide variety 
of colors. 

Consistent stitches (not too tight) help the petals stay straight, but I’ve found gentle ironing helps 
flowers intended to be put on stems or otherwise kept 3-D (as opposed to stitched in place as 
applique). 

 

Materials and Supplies 

Worsted weight yarn in a lively pink/purple for FLOWER, dark brown and orange or yellow for 
CONE 

H/8 5.00 MM hook 

Fork -- for pom pom CONE (a pom pom maker, credit card, or piece of cardboard could be used 
as well) 

 

Abbreviations 

Rnd – round  

SC – single crochet 

CH – chain.  In this context, you are creating a chain for one side of a petal, then SC back for 
the other 

2 SC in next – in the next stitch, do one SC then another SC in the same stitch 

SL ST – slip stitch 

() – parentheses around instructions indicate that this set of stitches will be repeated a given 
number of times 

[STS] – the number of stitches you should have when you have completed the RND 

Magic Circle – Also known as a Foundation Ring or Adjustable Circle.  In this starting knot, the 
tail piece adjusts the size of the loop, not the ongoing yarn. 

 

Let’s begin! 

 



Purple Coneflower: The Pattern (continued) 

FLOWER 

This will be referred to as CENTER. 

Begin by creating a Magic Circle and SC 6   [6 STS] 

Rnd 1: (2 SC in next) 6 times    [12 STS] 

 

This round makes the first row of petals.  You will make six petals in the round. 

Rnd 2: (SC 1, CH 10, 2 SC in second CH from hook, SC 8, SC 1 in next stitch in CENTER) 6 
times 

 

This round makes a second row of petals on top of the first.   
NOTE: Rnd 2 started with SC 1.  Rnd 3 does not.  Also note the use of SL ST (slip stitch) in this 
round. 
 
Rnd 3: CH 10, 2 SC in second CH from hook, SC 8, SL ST 1 in next stitch (shown with yellow 
yarn marker) CH 1, skip the petal, then SL ST 1 into next stitch (shown with green yarn marker).   

Create another PETAL (CH 10, 2 SC in second CH from hook, SC 8), SL ST 1 in next stitch 
(shown with black yarn marker). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(CH 1, skip petal, SL ST 1 in next stitch) 5 times.   

To finish, CH 1, skip petal, SL ST 1 in next stitch. 

Finish Off and weave in tail.   

If you pull the petals, you’ll see that they twist or curl.  Do the opposite (squishing the stitches so 
the petals get shorter) and they will straighten out.  Use a very cool iron and light pressure to 
gently iron the FLOWER as needed. 



 

Finished FLOWER underside Finished FLOWER right-side-up 
 

 

 

 
 

CONE 

The CONE part of the coneflower is a pom pom made with contrasting colors.  I made two 
combinations for variety, dark brown/orange and dark brown/yellow. 

The CONE is an easy fork pom pom, trimmed to be more of a dome-shape than a ball. 

Step 1:  Cut your center tie and slide it onto the center of the fork. 

Step 2:  Using both yarns together, wrap about 30-50 times.  Try different amounts for variety. 

Step 3: Finish pom pom by tying securely around the center (leave the tails) and cutting open 
the loops.  Trim as desired.   

Step 4: Work the pom pom tails through the center of the coneflower (in two different places) so 
that the petals hang down.  Tie into place.   

Learn more about the Conservation Series: Native Plants 
of North America. 

 

https://makersearth.com/pawpaw-and-coneflower
https://makersearth.com/pawpaw-and-coneflower

